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Oregon Whitewater Association is dedicated to preserving, protecting and promoting 
Oregon’s rivers for the safe enjoyment of both public and private non-motorized 

boating, now and in the future. We advocate fairness in accessibility to river resources 
and provide a voice for responding to river issues and management concerns.
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transporting Rafts on trailers
submitted by tom hanson
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Those of us who transport our rafts on trailers need to 
be careful of the way we strap the rafts to the trailers. 
In particular, we need to be careful of the buckles 

and hooks touching or even being near the raft’s fabric. 
Unavoidably the straps vibrate when the trailer is moving. 
If the metal ends of straps are close to the fabric, they will 
vibrate and beat on the fabric as the trailer is being towed.  
On a trip of several hours, the vibrating metal can wear a  
hole in the material. 

You need to put the straps on so that the metal ends of the 
straps hook to the trailer and the tightening belts are well 
away from the fabric. The technique that I use is to place the 
hook closest to the tightening belt in a tie-down hole on the 
trailer and then loop the strap over the frame of the raft and 
then back down to the trailer. I then place this second hook 
in the same hole as the first one. This keeps both hooks on 
the trailer and the tightening belt well away from the fabric. 
There are several other ways to strap a raft to a trailer and 
accomplish the same thing. Just make sure that no metal is 
close to the fabric of the raft.

RiveR tip
submitted by tom hanson 

When was the last time you 
checked your life jacket? Does 
it have adequate floatation?

You can test it at this month’s 
OWA meeting (see above). In 
the warm summer months you 
can test it in a river. Make sure 
it provides maximum floatation 
and you have a feel for what it 
is like to float in a life jacket.

next Meeting

Wednesday, February 9, 2011  
7:00-9:00 PM

Clackamas Aquatic pool
7300 SE Harmony Road 
Milwaukie, OR 97222

Next OWA MeetiNg: 
SpeciAl 

lOcAtiON

Check out OWA’s   
newly-designed website! 
www.oregonwhitewater.org

www.oregonwhitewater.org
www.oregonwhitewater.org


Contact information
Your OWA officers and volunteers
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OWA web site address:
 http://www.OregonWhitewater.org

Brenda Bunce, President
 president@oregonwhitewater.org
 360.931.4224 

Bruce Ripley, Vice President
 vice-president@oregonwhitewater.org
 503.522.7470 

Karen Eichhorn, Secretary
 secretary@oregonwhitewater.org
 503.246.4504

Rick Carman, Treasurer
 treasurer@oregonwhitewater.org 
 503.642.9347

Mary Cooper, Membership Director
 membership@oregonwhitewater.org
  
Scott Ogren, Technology Director
 webmaster@oregonwhitewater.org
 503.267.9785

Tom Hanson Tips Editor
 rivertips@oregonwhitewater.org
 503.201.4428 

Josephine Denison, Trip Editor
 tripeditor@oregonwhitewater.org
 503.851.9326

Cary Solberg, Advertising Editor
 advertisingeditor@oregonwhitewater.org
 503.222.6718

Karen O’Neel, Newsletter Editor
 newslettereditor@oregonwhitewater.org
 503.789.3636

OWA list server address:
H20Addicts@OregonWhitewater.org

http://www.oregonwhitewater.org
http://oregonwhitewater.org/about/join/sign-up
mailto:vice-president@oregonwhitewater.org
mailto:secretary@oregonwhitewater.org
mailto:treasurer@oregonwhitewater.org
mailto:membership@oregonwhitewater.org
mailto:webmaster@oregonwhitewater.org
mailto:rivertips@oregonwhitewater.org
mailto:tripeditor@oregonwhitewater.org
mailto:advertisingeditor@oregonwhitewater.org
mailto:newslettereditor@oregonwhitewater.org
mailto:H20Addicts@oregonwhitewater.org
http://www.cascadeoutfitters.com


Whitewater rafting down one of the most  
challenging rivers in North America? 
Your journey begins and ends at Scotty’s!

Scotty’s Hells Canyon Outdoor 
Supply and Shuttle Service
P.O. Box 149 • Highway 86 

Oxbow, OR 97840

1-800-785-3358

  Since 1945

Andy & Bax
Inflatable Rafts, KayaKs and Pontoon PacKages

Featuring...

9:00 am - 6:00 pm  
Monday through Saturday

Friday until 9:00 pm

324 SE Grand  •  Portland, Oregon

503-234-7538
www.andyandbax.com
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http://www.scottyshellscanyon.net
http://www.andyandbax.xom


  pResident’s CORneR B R e n dA B u n C e

Hello Fellow Boaters,

Join us for fun and river rescue practice at the Clackamas Pool on February 9.  Bring 
your helmet, life jacket and throw rope and enter a raffle drawing for a free Henry’s 
Deli shuttle on the Deschutes River, valued at $70.00. We will have five stations to 
practice knots, accurate rope throwing and retrieving, rope management, cat boat 
flipping and setting up a Pig Rig and Z-drag rope rescue. The club is covering the 
cost and includes the use of the hot tub. (7:00-9:00 p.m.)

Be prepared. You may save a life. Dan Alsup is offering to teach a First Aid, CPR and 
AED class on February 12th. Get your two-year certification for the low cost of $35.00. 
If interested, contact Dan for more details at rivermandan2698@yahoo.com.

Mark your calendars for May 21 and 22 for a two-day SWIFT WATER RESCUE COURSE. This 
comprehensive, inexpensive, (heavily subsidized for club members) course will not be something you want 
to miss. Sam Drevo of eNRG will be teaching this course so stay tuned for more details to come.

If you haven’t already, check out our new state-of -the-art website at Oregonwhitewater.org A huge 
Thanks to Scott Ogren for spending countless hours designing and maintaining our website! Let Scott 
know what you think of it. We are continuously looking to make it more user friendly, interactive and a 
place where you can get all your whitewater information served. 

We will return to the KEEN FOOTWEAR location for our March 9th meeting. Sam Drevo has a great 
show in store.  He will present his first documentary film project- Trout on the Wind - The Hemlock Dam 
Removal Project, a film about Century Paddle, and an extreme rafting slideshow that is sure to inspire 
those who wonder about limits of whitewater sport.

This will be a joint meeting with OKCC and as always, FREE Pizza.

Happy Boating and see y’all at the pool, Brenda

“When we try to 
pick out anything 
by itself, we find 

it hitched to 
everything else  

in the universe.” 
~ John Muir 
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http://nextadventure.net/
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Do you need repair or maintenance  
to your inflatable boat?

We are located in the Portland area and service all of 
Oregon and Washington for all the top brands of inflatable 

kayaks, rafts and inflatable fishing boats.   

We specialize in providing the best possible professional 
work while maintaining low cost. Goodwater offers free 
consultations to renew your   deteriorating inflatable 

into a new air-tight boat.

Visit our website at: Goodwaterboatworks.com

www.madcatr.com
http://www.madcatr.com
www.canyonwrenoutdoorgear.com
www.Goodwaterboatworks.com
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2.19-2.21 Rogue River III/IV Paul Morin   p.morin@comcast.net 503.348.6310 
Sat-Mon    Rick Carman frederickcarman@comcast.net 503.642.9347      

4.8-10 Lower North Umpqua III/IV Brenda Bunce brenda.bunce@gmail.com 360.931.4224  
Fri-Sun      

  2011 tRip CAlendAR
submitted by Josephine denison

AdditiOnAl tRip infORMAtiOn

AdditiOnAl tRip infORMAtiOn

This will be a joint trip with OWA and OKCC. We have reserved the Galice Lodge for Friday, February 18. There 
is limited availability, reservations are required and are first come, first served. Please contact the Galice Lodge 
directly. Breakfast is also available for Saturday and reservations are also required.

We’ll stay at Whistler’s Bend County Park.  We have reserved Section B, which is the bigger area that can be 
reserved and holds up to 70 people, 15-20 RVs and plenty of tents. Potluck Saturday night. This is a joint trip with 
the NWRA Roseburg chapter.

4.16 Deschutes River III/IV Tom Hanson   TJHRafter@earthlink.net 503.201.4428 
Sat    
AdditiOnAl tRip infORMAtiOn

This is a day float on the middle Deschutes. The river is free of other boaters at this time. We will shuttle the 
vehicles down to Sandy Beach starting at 10:00am sharp for a 11:00 am launch Harpham Flats. Bring your lunch.

5.13-5.15 Grande Ronde River III Eric and   balle@pocketinet.com 509.525.6134 
Fri-Sun    Candace Ball
AdditiOnAl tRip infORMAtiOn

Minam to Heller’s Bar on the Snake, 90 miles in three days! Expect to do a lot of rowing, but in return you get 
great scenery, good camping and green canyon walls in this early season perennial favorite trip.

5.28-5.29 Lochsa River IV-V Steve Herring stevenh@tektronix.com 503.348.0648   
Sat-Sun   
6.3-6.5 North Umpqua River III/IV Brenda Bunce brenda.bunce@gmail.com 360.931.4224 
Fri-Sun
AdditiOnAl tRip infORMAtiOn

We’ll stay at the Deerflat Group area at Horseshoe Bend.  The main trip is Saturday from Boulder Flat to Gravel Bin 
but you can boat any of the three days. Potluck Saturday night. This is a joint trip with the NWRA Roseburg chapter.

6.13-6.17 Main Salmon River IV Eric and   balle@pocketinet.com 509.525.6134 
Mon-Fri    Candace Ball
AdditiOnAl tRip infORMAtiOn

Corn Creek to Spring Bar, approximately 90 miles. This is a high flow, early season, pre-lottery run down the 
River of No Return. Wilderness Class IV water boating skills and appropriate equipment are required. 
nOte: This trip will cancel if the trip leader gets a Yampa River permit.

6.17-6.19 Lower Deschutes III Carol Beatty doncarol1@verizon.net 503.816.6172 
Fri-Sun  River  
AdditiOnAl tRip infORMAtiOn

The annual OWA Women’s trip! Put in at Buck Hollow and run to Heritage Landing; 42 river miles. The trip is open 
to all skill levels from beginner to seasoned boater. For women wanting to learn more about boating, it’s a great 
opportunity to learn from experienced boaters.

6.18-6.21 John Day River II Scott Ogren  scott@scottogren.com 503.267.9785 
Sat-Tues    
AdditiOnAl tRip infORMAtiOn

This is a great river for kids and families. The river is mellow and the camping is great! Join us on this beautiful 
river for a four-day, three-night float from Service Creek to Clarno.



Come check out all of our new products 
we are carrying in the store this year:

*Shred Ready Helmets
*Yeti Coolers 
*Pelican Boxes
*Aquabound - Paddles -
*Patagonia - Clothing
*MTI - Life Jackets
*Palm - Drysuits
*Immersion Research

*Lite Cylinder Propane Tanks
*Jet Boil - Stoves
*Eco Safe - Toilet Systems
* PETT - Toilet systems
*Restop - Toilet Syetems
*Whitewater Designs Inc.
*Chaco - Sandals
*Lil Suckers

Rafts, Catarafts & Kayaks
Winter Store and Showroom Hours

Oct. 15th - March 30th
9am - 5pm

Monday - Friday

White Water Mfg
724 Ort Ln - PO Box 649
Merlin, OR. 97532
1-800 GO SOTAR 
WWW.SOTAR.COM
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Sotar Ad '10 - winter-half.ai   11/2/2010   6:23:58 AM

7.2-7.4 Lower Salmon River III/IV Eric and   balle@pocketinet.com 509.525.6134 
Sat-Mon   Candace Ball      
AdditiOnAl tRip infORMAtiOn

Run Hammer Creek to Heller’s Bar on the Snake River, 73 miles in three days! This is another favorite trip, with great 
scenery, fabulous beach camping, history and fun whitewater. Expect hot weather.  
nOte: This trip cancels if flow is over 20,000 on Slide Rapid day, or if the trip leader gets a Middle Fork Permit.)

7.15-17 McKenzie River III Brenda Bunce brenda.bunce@gmail.com 360.931.4224
Fri-Sun         
AdditiOnAl tRip infORMAtiOn

Join us for an OWA Board-sponsored weekend of rafting on the McKenzie River. OWA has paid for†campsite 
reservations at Paradise campground. This is a beautiful Class III river. We have a choice of separate runs rated II+ 
to III between Ollalie Campground and†McKenzie Bridge. This is an excellent family float. Our plan is to arrive Friday 
evening, and we will raft Saturday and/or Sunday. Enjoy hot springs at Belknap and a group potluck Saturday evening.
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9.17-9.19 Hell’s Canyon II/IV Mike Moses mtymo_@hotmail.com 509.240.4220 
Sat- Mon     
11.12-11.14 Rogue River III/IV Scott Ogren scott@scottogren.com 503.267.9785 
Sat-Mon         
AdditiOnAl tRip infORMAtiOn
The trip is from Graves Creek to Foster Bar. A group of us will be spending Friday night, November 11 at the Galice 
Lodge before the launch on Saturday morning.

9.10 Yakima River II Vance Cordell pyloris58@yahoo.com 360.253.3013 
Sat         

AdditiOnAl tRip infORMAtiOn

We will run 14 miles from the Ringer Loop boat ramp near Ellensburg to the Big Pines BLM campground on Highway 
821. This is a family float with absolutely beautiful scenery along the river. The trip leader will go early and try to hold 
several camp sites at Big Pines for the evening before the float. We will start the shuttle at 10:00 am and be ready to 
put in at 11:00 am. For those who want to stay Saturday night, there will be a barbecue that evening.

  2011 tRip CAlendAR COntinued
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Oregon Whitewater Association Membership Application form
Address: _______________________________________________________

City, State Zip: __________________________________________________

    Check for a hard copy newsletter via US mail.       

A household membership is $24.00 for one year, from July 1 to June 30.  
Dues after January 1 are prorated at $12.00, otherwise annual dues are $24.00.

I hereby state that I wish to participate in courses and/or activities offered by Oregon Whitewater Association (OWA) a non-profit 
corporation. I recognize that any outdoor or aquatic activity may involve certain dangers including, but not limited to, the hazards 
of traveling by boat on rivers or other bodies of water, accidents, or illnesses in remote places or occurring during portages, forces 
of nature, and the actions of participants and other persons. I further understand and agree that without some program providing 
protection of its assets and its leaders, officers, and members, OWA would not be able to offer its courses and activities.

In consideration of and as part of my payment for the right to participate in the activities offered by OWA, I hereby release OWA and 
its leaders, officers, and members from any and all liability, claims and causes of action arising out of or in any way connected with 
my participation in any activities offered by OWA. I personally assume all risks in connection with these activities, and further agree 
to indemnify OWA and its leaders, officers, and members from all liability, claims, and courses of action which I may have arising 
from my participation in activities including, but not limited to those involving death, drowning, personal injury, and property damage. 
The terms of this agreement shall serve as a release and indemnity agreement for my heirs, assigns, personal representatives, and 
for all members of my family including any minors. [Parent or legal guardian must sign for all persons under eighteen (18) years of 
age.] This agreement is effective as of the date signed, and has no termination date. I have fully informed myself of the contents of 
this release and indemnity agreement by reading it before I have signed it.

All participating adult members of the household (age 18+) must sign. guardians must sign for minors.

Make your check payable to the 
Oregon Whitewater Association 
and mail to:

Oregon Whitewater Association  
P. O. Box 2137
Beaverton, Oregon 97075-2137

participant printed name signature
Member #1
Member #2
Member #3
Member #4

participant email Address preferred phone(s)
Member #1
Member #2
Member #3
Member #4

participant                     printed name                                          signature

participant                     email address                                 preferred phone(s)

neW! sign up online with paypal
EXISTING MEMBERS: http://oregonwhitewater.org/about/pay-dues
NEW MEMBERS: http://oregonwhitewater.org/about/join/sign-up

http://oregonwhitewater.org/about/pay-dues
http://oregonwhitewater.org/about/join/sign-up

